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Broome Family, 
 
I am excited to share several proud 
accomplishments earned by Broome 
High School since our last newsletter.  
The first award is the Gaston Caperton 
Opportunity Award.  The College Board 
presents this award to four high schools 
throughout the United States.  This is 
very impressive, considering there are 
over 25,000 secondary schools in the 
country.  Increases in our SAT scores, 
Advanced Placement scores, Advanced 
Placement participation, graduation 
rate, dual credit courses and the number 
of first generational students helped 
Broome earn this ward.  This award is 
possible because of the hard work & 
dedication of our students, staff, district 
and community.  All schools in District 3 
should take pride in this award because 
it is a team effort that begins when our 
students enter school as early as 4 years 
old.  The College Board will officially 
present us with our award in February.  
We will receive a check for $25,000 to 
further improve our college going 
culture. 

The Broome High School JROTC 
provided our school and community 
with a quality Veteran’s Day assembly 
on November 11th.  Dr. Antonio Smith, 
retired marine, was our guest speaker.  
He did a wonderful job motivation our 
students to excel in all that they do in 

 

 

 

 

 

  

school and in life.  His son, PFC Antonio 
Smith, is a recent Broome graduate.  
Our JROTC also represented our school 
at the City of Spartanburg Veteran’s Day 
Parade. 

Congratulations to the Broome High 
School volleyball team.  They advanced 
to the third round of the SCHSL state 
playoffs for the first time since 2007.  
Great Job ladies! 

Broome High School staff members 
Kandice Tucker and Tammy Hodges 
recently presented at state conferences.  
We are proud of their accomplishments.  
It is always a privilege to have our staff 
recognized on the state level. 

Donnie Thurman, a national motivation 
speaker, spent the day at Broome High 
School on November 4th.  He met with 
the entire student body during the 
morning assemblies.  He stressed the 
importance of doing your best, setting 
goals, working hard every day and 
preparing for the future by taking 
education seriously.  The remainder of 
the day he met with small groups to 
further emphasize his desire to see all of 
our students become college or career 
ready prior to graduation. 
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I was very proud of our students that 
were inducted into the National Beta 
Club on Nov. 9th.  In order to be 
inducted the students must earn at least 
a 3.75 GPA.  These students are working 
very hard in the classroom to attain this 
level of success.  I’d also like to thank 
our sponsors; Ms. Peeler, Ms. Aguirre, 
Ms. Spears, Ms. Kanipe & Mr. Cox. 

Our community meeting schedule 
continues to grow.  October 28th, we met 
in Pacolet at Browns Chapel Baptist 
Church. November 18th, Cowpens First 
Baptist Church hosted our second 
meeting.  These meetings are an 
opportunity for us to share information 
about Broome High School with our 
community.  If your church or civic 
group would like to host a meeting 
please let me know and we will be happy 
to arrange a date.  Our goal is to have at 
least 2 community meetings per 
semester.  We value the opportunity to 
meet in the community to look for ways 
to better serve all of our students. 

Broome High School is hosting our first 
annual Community Senior Citizens 
Christmas Concert on December 2nd at 
10:00am in the auditorium.  If you or 
your senior citizen group would like to 
attend please call the office and let us 
know (864) 279-6700.  Our band and 
chorus will be performing and 
refreshments will be provided.  

As you can see, there is a lot going on at 
Broome High School.  Please refer to our 
online calendar for all upcoming events.  
Our winter sports begin their seasons 
soon.  Also, be aware of all our 
upcoming testing that will take place in 
December. 

 

 

As we approach the Thanksgiving 
Holiday, It is my desire that we all take 
time to be with family and friends and to 
appreciate all that we have to be 
thankful for in our school, community, 
state and nation. 

Sincerely,  

Rodney D. Graves 
Principal 
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Veterans Day 
 
Dr. Antonio Smith was the guest 
speaker at Broome’s Veterans Day 
Program held on Wednesday, 
November 11, 2015.  Dr. Smith, a 
retired drill instructor from the 
United States Marine Corps, 
expressed the importance of 
education to those in attendance. 
 
Dr. Smith is married to Joyce and 
they have one son, Antonio Mark 
who is a Private First Class in the 
United State Marine Corps. 
 
 

 
  

 

 

Donnie Thurman 
 

 
Donnie Thurman, Jr., one of the 
most prominent Professional 
Motivational Speakers Nationwide, 
visited Broome on November 4 to 
encourage students to give their 
best on their first try and to live life 
to the fullest.  A graduate of Crest 
High School and Gardner-Webb 
University, Mr. Thurman has 
spoken to over 850,000 youth 
nationwide for many different 
schools, churches, and 
organizations. 

 

 
 

Pictured with Mr. Thurman is Principal Rodney Graves, 

Mayra Garcia, and D’Marco Jackson 
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Modern Language 
 

The World Language Department has 
been busy exploring the cultures of 
various Spanish-speaking countries this 
fall. Although the majority of time spent 
in a language course is dedicated to 
learning the language, it is also 
important to learn about the people and 
culture of countries that speak the 
language. In an effort to do this, 
teachers try to incorporate cultural 
learning experiences throughout the 
semester. 
 
Recently, Mrs. Aguirre helped her 
students learn more about El Día de los 
Muertos (The Day of the Dead). The Day 
of the Dead is celebrated in many 
Spanish-speaking countries, but it is 
most often associated with Mexico, 
where the holiday originated. It is 
celebrated on November 1st and 2nd, and 
it is a holiday that honors family 
members and friends who have passed 
away. It is a time both for remembrance 
and celebration.  
 
In Mrs. Aguirre’s class, students 
conducted research using various 
websites in order to find out the “What? 
Who? When? Where? Why?” of this 
celebration. They spent time decorating 
masks, which are an integral part of this 
holiday. To conclude the unit, students 
viewed parts of the movie “The Book of 
Life,” which is a recently released Pixar 
movie which centers around El Día de 
los Muertos. It was a great way for 
students to learn more about this 
holiday, while also being able to 
compare it with our celebration of 
Halloween. 
 

Ms. Knox’s Spanish 3 Honors classes 
recently finished their Food Unit. In this 
chapter, students review food 
vocabulary from Spanish 1 and 2, and 
learn new vocabulary as well. To 
culminate this chapter, the classes have 
Food Day. For this fiesta, students 
prepare dishes that are typical of 
Spanish-speaking countries. They bring 
in the dishes so that students can 
sample cuisines from Spain and Central 
& South America. Although not all 
dishes got a “thumbs-up,” it was still a 
wonderful opportunity for students to 
sample some foods from other parts of 
the world.  
 
Stay tuned for more exciting things 
happening in our German & Spanish 
classes! 
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English 
 
Broome authors Jada Lee, Jay 

Waddell, Charley Gentry, Kayla 

Parker, Autumn Jeter, and Dallas Hall 

(not pictured) recently received notice 

of their acceptance for publication in 

the Summer 2016 edition of 

ENCOUNTER—the Magazine.  These 

authors are paid for their submissions 

and will have an audience of over 

40,000 readers nationwide.  

Congratulations!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kudos to Broome students Kayla 

Parker and Hannah Trent, winners of 

the Grandparent Essay contest 

sponsored by the Piedmont Interstate 

Fair. Hannah was selected 1st runner 

up and Kayla won the grand prize for 

their age division. Both authors were 

awarded valuable gifts for themselves 

and their grandparents.  Well done, 

Ladies! 
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Fine Arts 
 

Top members from the Royal 
Regiment Marching Band 
performed November 6 on the Your 
Carolina Live with Jack and Megan 
TV show on WSPA. The band 
played for transitions on the show 
and also had a feature spot.  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Education 
 
On October the 27th, The Special 
Education Victory Program visited 
the Spartanburg branch of 
Vocational Rehabilitation a.k.a. 
Voc. Rehab.  Mayor Junie White 
and several members of local 
business along with Chamber of 
Commerce members were in 
attendance.  Mayor White 
proclaimed that the day was to 
hereby be known as Spartanburg 
County Disability Awareness 
Day.  Following this 
announcement, students with 
disabilities were recognized for 
employment successes from school 
districts across Spartanburg 
County.     

To be eligible for VR services, you 
must have a physical or mental 
impairment that substantially 
impedes employment, and you 
must require and be able to benefit 
from VR services that would lead to 
gainful employment. 

Once eligibility is established, and 
depending on your need, services 
are available to assist you in 
preparing for, obtaining, retaining, 
or regaining employment. You 
participate fully in your case, with 
your counselor serving as a guide to 
help you navigate all of the services 
we offer. 
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Administration 

 
Testing… It’s Not What You 
May Think It Is   
(Written by Kevin Cox) 

 

How often does your student come 
home and announce, “We have another 
standardized test to take.”  Today, it 
seems like all we hear about is this test 
or that test.  This leads to the inevitable 
questions, “Are we testing too much?” 
We cannot answer that question, but we 
can offer a different take on why we test.  
If we look at any test as the end result, 
then we are missing a key element of the 
picture.  All the tests we ask students to 
take provide the school with valuable 
information.  The school gains 
information as to the relative strengths 
and weaknesses of each student.  The 
school can then use these results to help 
individualize the learning for each 
student.  Teachers and administrators 
can use the results to see the relative 
strengths and weaknesses in our 
curriculum.  This allows the school to 
focus on those areas which are in need 
of improvement; to better help all our 
students become college and career 
ready.   
So, the next time your student 
announces, “we have another 
standardized test to take,” encourage 
them to do their best.  The results will 
provide everyone, students, parents, 
teachers and administrators with the 
necessary information for continued 
improvement.   
 
 
 
 

Christmas Card 
Contest 

 
Art 1 class participated in the BHS 
Christmas card contest.  Students 
created a card and one was chosen 
that was Carolina Aquliar-Castillo.  
Congratulations to her a winner of 
25.00.  Her card will be printed 
and sent out from Broome High 
School. 
 

 



Broome High School   381 Cherry Hill Road    Spartanburg, SC  29307 Page | 8 

Yearbooks 
Information 

 
To order your yearbook online, 
please log on to 
www.YearbookOrderCenter.com. 
You may also call the company toll 
free at 1.866.287.3096.  

 

The order number is: 

10678 

 

Please have this number handy 
when you call or log in to order 
your yearbook.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Senior Citizen 
Christmas Program  12/2/15 
SAT Workshop   12/3/15 

SAT     12/5/15 

Bluegrass and 

Barbeque Fundraiser 12/5/15 

US EOC    12/8/15 

Biology EOC   12/9/15 

Algebra 1/Math Tech 2 

EOC     12/10/15 

English 1 EOC   12/11/15 

Broome Christmas  
Program    12/11/15 
Attendance Lab  12/12/15 
ACT     12/12/15 

3rd and 4th Block  

Exams     12/17/15 

1st and 2nd Blocks 

Exams    12/18/15 

Reports Mailed  12/19/15 
 

 

 

 

Statement of Non-Discrimination Spartanburg School District 
Three does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
sex, disability or age in its programs or activities and provides equal 
access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The 
following person(s) has been designated to handle inquiries regarding 
the nondiscrimination policies: Director of Personnel and Pupil 
Services 3535 Clifton Glendale Road, Glendale, SC 29346 (864)279-
6000 
 

http://www.yearbookordercenter.com/
https://www.yearbookordercenter.com/index.cfm/Product/index

